
Prose Narrative Before 
1800 

ENGL 3205 ~ Thursdays 1:30-3:50 ~ Dr. Miriam Jones 

Dear Reader, do you overindulge in reading, upon occasion? Are your friends and 
acquaintance, all too frequently, obliged to pry you away from your books? Do you 
wonder, in an idle moment, how this wondrous object, the novel, came to be? If you 

answered ‘yes’ to any of these questions, this course may well be for ☛ you ☚. 

ENGL3205 examines the development of prose narrative until the end of the 18th century. We will 
focus on genre, the dialogues between texts and within the literary community, and the literary 
marketplace. We will read short romances, amatory fiction, periodical essays, and novels. In fact, this 
was the period in which the novel came into its own. 

Readings will include Daniel Defoe’s Journal of the Plague Year (1722), Samuel Richardson’s Pamela. 
(1740),  Eliza Haywood’s Anti-Pamela (1741), Henry Fielding’s Shamela (1741), Henry 
MacKenzie’s The Man of Feeling (1771), and Frances Burney’s Evelina (1779). 

Prerequisites: 9 ch LL English or permission of instructor. Class policy: Consider the classroom your 
own literary coffeehouse (bring your own coffee). 

For further information, visit miriamjones.ca or email jones@unb.ca.		
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